HIV Project in Ifakara, Tanzania

This project is located in Ifakara, Kilombero District, 320 kilometers southwest of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. It aims at supporting the St. Francis Designated District Hospital in the comprehensive care for HIV-infected patients.

The project that entails delivering antiretroviral therapies at the peripheral health systems level is an integral part of the Tanzanian National HIV-Treatment Plan and is partly supported by the Global Fund against Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The 3 by 5 initiative of WHO provides the overall context.

The project is conducted together with Tanzanian colleagues working at the St. Francis Designated District Hospital.

Specific project areas are:

· High quality care for as many HIV-infected persons as possible who are in need of antiretroviral therapy

· Comprehensive information on HIV/AIDS and reduction of HIV/AIDS associated stigmata

· Support of different associated programs such as voluntary counseling, prevention of mother-to-child transmission.

The following Swiss institutions are supporting this project either by funds or personal involvement and commitment:

Swiss Tropical Institute, University Hospitals Basel and Berne, the Canton of Basel-Stadt, private institutions. For information: Prof. Marcel Tanner (marcel.tanner@unibas.ch), PD Dr. Christoph Hatz (christoph.hatz@unibas.ch), Prof. Manuel Battegay (mbattegay@uhbs.ch).
